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LISTING REQUEST 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY’S HEYMAN CENTER FOR THE HUMANITIES

PRESENTS  GANANATH OBEYESEKERE, MICHAEL TAUSSIG, 
AND IAN HACKING 
WHAT:
Gananath Obeyesekere will speak on "Cannibal Talk and a Requiem for Captain Cook" and Michael Taussig and Ian Hacking will respond.
WHEN:
Wednesday, October 5th, 6:15pm
WHERE:
Davis Auditorium, Schapiro Center 
WHO:

Gananath Obeyesekere, Professor of Anthropology Emeritus at Princeton University, is one of the world’s leading anthropologists. Among the many awards he has received are the Guggenheim Fellowship, Visiting Distinguished Scholar at the London School of Economics, Mellon Fellow at the National Humanities Center in the US and Harold White Fellow at the Australian National library in Canberra.  Obeyesekere’s work is anthropology with a special interest in psychoanalysis.  He is the author of Land Tenure in Village Ceylon, Medusa's Hair, The Cult of the Goddess Pattini, Buddhism Transformed (coauthor), The Work of Culture, The Apotheosis of Captain Cook: European Mythmaking in the Pacific, Making Karma and most recently, Cannibal Talk.
Michael Taussig is a Professor of Anthropology at Columbia University.  Taussig’s cultural anthropology is known for an interdisciplinary enthusiasm and deep engagement with the process of writing.  His writing crosses boundaries of audience, writing inside and outside the Academy, and language, as he has published books both in English and Spanish.  The honors Taussig has been awarded include fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation and the American Council of Learned Societies.  His books are The Devil and Commodity Fetishism in South America, Shamanism, Colonialism and the Wild Man: A Study in Terror and Healing, The Nervous System, Mimesis and Alterity: A Particular History of the Senses, Magic of the State, Law in a Lawless Land: Diary of a Limpieza and My Cocaine Museum.
Ian Hacking is one of the most interesting philosophers writing today. He has taught at the University of Toronto and the College de France, where he serves as Chair of Philosophy and of the History of Scientific Concepts.  He has written fascinatingly on the history and nature of chance and probability and its disciplinary and social effects, on the social construction of reality, on the psychological roots and the social implications of child abuse, and on the nature of representation in science. Hacking’s works include The Logic of Statistical Inference, The Emergence of Probability, Representing and Intervening, The Taming of Chance, Scientific Revolutions, Rewriting the Soul: Multiple Personality and the Sciences of Memory, Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental Illness, The Social Construction of What?, Probability and Inductive Logic, and Historical Ontology.
Gananath Obeyeskere, a brilliant anthropologist, took on his disciplinary colleagues on the subject of Captain Cook some years ago. As one commentator put it, "The lionization of James Cook has been questioned by Sri Lankan anthropologist Gananath Obeyeskere in The Apotheosis of Captain Cook in which he debunks the notion that Hawaiians presumed Cook was their god Lono returned to them. Obeyeskere alleges Cook was a narcissistic, melancholic bore who appeared enlightened at home but was increasingly tyrannical at sea, contemptuous of natives with their “savage ways,” burning villages and flogging his men for misdemeanors." This event at the Heyman Centre has Gananath Obeyeskere come and reprise some of these issues as well as talk about his subsequent work on "Cannibal Talk".  There will be two respondents, the 
anthropologist Michael Taussig and the philosopher Ian Hacking.

The newly reconfigured Heyman Center is Columbia University's central site for the Humanities.
It brings together the interests not only of the various departments in the Humanities but also the broad conceptual, methodological and value-laden issues that are of interest to the natural sciences and the professional schools of Law, Medicine, Journalism, Arts, and International Affairs.

The Heyman Center presents several events on various themes in the Humanities throughout the Fall and Spring semesters each year, which are open not only to all at Columbia but to everyone in New York City and beyond. A list of our conferences, lectures, discussions, poetry readings and other performances can be found on our website, www.heymancenter.org.

This event is free and open to the public.  No tickets or reservations are necessary.  For more please visit www.heymancenter.org.
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